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Healthcare Waste Audit Checklist 
 
The Environment Agency has specified the requirements for waste pre-acceptance audits in 
their guidance1 for alternative technology treatment plant operators.  Reproduced below are the 
key requirements taken from this document.  Any questions regarding the guidance document 
should be directed to the Agency by email to enquires@environment-agency.gov.uk or by 
phone to 08708 506506.  Please note that SRCL will not be able to accept audits that do not 
meet the minimum requirements specified in the Agency’s guidance. 
 

Pre-acceptance Healthcare Waste Audit Checklist  
A date and description of the audit and the procedures employed. (Audits must have been 
conducted within the last 18 months to be acceptable to the Agency) � 
Details of the person/company conducting the audit and their qualifications and competencies 

� 
The details of the healthcare waste producer 

� 
The specific process from which the waste derives – veterinary, primary care, dental, acute, 
laboratory etc � 
A diagram of the producer premises indicating the location, numbers, types and capacities of 
waste containers in use. � 
A list of the different wards, departments, or functional areas that exist within the premises. 

� 
The quantity of each waste type produced on the premises 

� 
The waste classification and disposal options for the constituents of each stream. 

� 
The form the waste takes and the types of containers used (colour, form and size of container 
and sub-containers) � 
Hazards associated with the waste and its components. 

� 
Date of production of the waste and waste storage and preservation techniques used between 
production and collection (for example cold storage, or freezing, that may impede treatment). � 
A list of those areas that were included within the audit, and the containers within those areas 
that were examined. � 
A confirmation of the number of containers of each type audited and a detailed list of the 
contents and labeling of each. � 
Compositional audit analysis of the waste (individual constituents of each waste stream and 
their percentage compositions and chemical/pharmaceutical contaminants) � 
For pure product chemicals, laboratory smalls, or pharmaceutical waste containers, the audit 
must include reference to product data sheets or an extrapolation of information on product 
data sheets. 

� 

Where relevant, the audit should include examination of the segregation of waste containers 
placed in on-site bulk containers (e.g. 770 litre carts). � 
A summary report indicating the findings for each area in the producer premises and each 
waste stream produced there. � 
 

                                                
1 Appendix 6 – Sector Guidance Note IPPC S5.06 – Supplementary PPC for Clinical Waste 


